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Everyone 12 and older now eligible for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine
OLYMPIA – The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) has expanded COVID-19
vaccine eligibility to everyone 12 and older following recommendations that the PfizerBioNTech vaccine is safe and extremely effective for 12 to 15-year-olds.
Monday, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) granted an emergency use authorization
(EUA) amendment to expand the Pfizer vaccine to people 12 years and older. Tonight, the
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and Western States Scientific Safety
Review Workgroup voted to recommend the vaccine for immediate use.
“Expanding eligibility to this younger age group protects our children and gives families peace
of mind. It is the best step we can take as parents to ensure our kids remain in the classroom, can
safely spend time with friends, and take part in sports and extracurricular activities,” said Umair
A. Shah, MD, MPH. “Research continues to show this vaccine is safe and I am thrilled it is now
an option for parents and their young teens.”
The two-dose vaccine has been authorized for people 16 and older since December. In March,
Pfizer announced findings from its vaccine trial which found the vaccine to be safe and 100%
effective for kids as young as 12. The company reported the vaccine produced an antibody
response in children that exceeded those in earlier trials of older teens and young adults.
Although fewer children have been sick with COVID-19 compared to adults, children can be
infected with the virus, get sick, and spread the virus to others. Most children with COVID-19
have mild symptoms or have no symptoms at all. However, some children can get severely ill
and may require hospitalization, intensive care, or a ventilator to help them breathe. In rare cases,
children can die.
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COVID-19 vaccine side effects generally mirror those experienced by adults, which may include
sore arm, fatigue, or headache. Families that have questions about the vaccine are encouraged to
reach out to their child’s health care provider to determine the best option for them. Those under
age 18 may need consent from a parent or guardian to get the vaccine, unless they are legally
emancipated.
To schedule an appointment, visit Vaccine Locator, which shows nearby providers and lists
vaccine type. When scheduling an appointment for someone 12 to 17, make sure the
location you choose administers the Pfizer vaccine, which is the only vaccine currently
authorized for people that age. If you have questions or need help scheduling an appointment,
call the state’s new COVID-19 vaccination number 833-VAX-HELP. Language assistance is
available.
In addition to this expansion, Pfizer recently announced it plans to seek authorization for its
vaccine for 2 to 11-year-olds this fall, and for children 6 months to 2 years old at the end of
2021. Earlier this month the company applied for full FDA approval of its COVID-19 vaccine,
which would make Pfizer the first COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S. with this distinction. The FDA
is expected to take several weeks to review the application.
The DOH website is your source for a healthy dose of information. Find us on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter. Sign up for the DOH blog, Public Health Connection.
###

Get your COVID-19 vaccine today
No appointment needed!
All sites are ADA accessible and offer interpretation services. Need a ride? Call 425-943-6706.
All vaccination is available at no cost. Call the numbers below to ask what vaccine types are offered.
Shoreline Center

Auburn: Auburn Outlet Collection Clinic
1101 Outlet Collection Way, Suite 1333, Auburn, WA 98001
Mon-Sat, 9am-4pm (206-477-3977)

Bellevue: Eastgate Public Health Center
14350 SE Eastgate Way, Bellevue, WA 98007
Mon, Thu, Fri, 8:30am-11:45am & 12:30pm-3:30pm
(206-477-3284)

Burien: Public Health Primary Care at Navos
1210 SW 136th St., Burien, WA 98166
Wednesdays in May, 8:30am-11:45pm & 12:30pm-3:30pm
(206-477-3284)

Downtown

Eastgate

Lumen Field

Kent: ShoWare Center Clinic
625 W James St, Kent, WA 98032
Mon-Sat, 9am-4pm (206-477-3977)

Seattle: Downtown Public Health Center
West Seattle

2124 4th Ave, Seattle, WA 98121
Mon-Fri, 8:30am-11:45am & 12:30pm-3:30pm (206-477-3284)
Rainier Beach

Seattle: Lumen Field Event Center
330 S Royal Brougham Way, Seattle, WA 98134
Wed & Sat, 11:15am-5:45pm (206-684-2489)

Burien Navos

Seattle: Rainier Beach
8702 Seward Park Ave S, Seattle, WA 98118
Mon-Sat, 9am–4:30pm (206-684-2489)

Seattle: West Seattle
Scan for details:

Kent ShoWare

2801 SW Thistle St., Seattle, WA 98126
Mon-Sat, 9am–4:30pm (206-684-2489)

Shoreline: Shoreline Center
Auburn Outlet Collection
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For more vaccination locations, assistance,
and resources, visit: KingCounty.gov/Vaccine

18560 1st Ave NE, Shoreline, WA 98155
Mon-Fri, 7:30am-6:30pm, Sat & Sun 8am-3:30pm
(206-520-8700)
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You have completed this week's COVID-19 Health & Safety Training
In order to receive credit for training participation, you must submit your details here: click here
to submit. You could also scan the QR-code below on a phone or tablet to access the form.
If you have questions about this or any other health &
safety issues, please, email
healthandsafety@seattlecolleges.edu.

