
American Ethnic Studies



What is the program?

American Ethnic Studies is the 
interdisciplinary and comparative exploration 
of people of color histories and issues in the 
U.S. We connect these experiences to global 
and transnational relationships including 
themes of empire, colonization, militarism 
and resistance.

Where is this program 
offered?
Courses mainly offered at Central 
but some at North and South.  
Courses may be offered once a year.

Entry Requirements

Some courses recommend 
ENGL 101 eligibility but 
otherwise no prerequisites



Ethnic Studies born out of Student Activism



What do you learn?

• Faculty who teach these courses may have degrees 
or extensive coursework in Ethnic Studies

• Readings and films by people of color

• Projects may include oral histories or service-
learning (volunteering a minimum of 16 hours with 
a community-based organization in connection 
with course themes)

• Students learn about themselves in relation to 
local, state and national histories with an emphasis 
on social justice movements 

• Critical thinking and engagement is encouraged



Books we love!



Education Pathway

• A full-time student could complete an Associate of 
Arts (2-year degree) in two years 

• Courses are not sequential

• Ethnic Studies courses can satisfy the Equity & 
Social Justice emphasis (AA)

• An AA with Ethnic Studies may be sufficient for 
some types of positions

• A Bachelors of Arts may be a requirement for some 
positions



Careers/Jobs

An Ethnic Studies background prepares individuals to 
work well with diverse people in many settings. 

• Some courses may offer service-learning which 
provides hands-on experiences in a community-
based organization

• Graduates may work in education (early childhood, 
elementary, secondary, college), human services, 
community organizations, unions

• Ethnic studies can prepare for 
professional/graduate level programs such as law, 
health, social advocacy



Q & A

• Courses may be offered online, hybrid (combines online with in-person 
meetings or virtual meetings) and in-person

• Hybrid courses are mainly offered during the day 

• Students often balance work and courses

• Counselors Counseling.Central@seattlecolleges.edu and Advisors 
AdvisorCentral@seattlecolleges.edu can help with additional questions

• Explore the Career Exploration/CollegeTransfer Center in BE 1102F 
TransferCenter@seattlecolleges.edu
206.934.5469

Contact Information

Email: AHSS.Central@seattlecolleges.edu

Phone: (206) 934-4164
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