












SYMPATHETIC DESTROYERS

VS

WARM DEMANDERS





ARE Produces Warm Demanders 

Warm Demanders create classroom climates of emotional warmth; 
consistently and clearly demand high-quality academic performance; 
spend time establishing positive interpersonal relationships between 
themselves and students, and among students; extend their 
relationships with and caring for students beyond the classroom; and 
communicate with students through nonverbal cues, such as smiles, 
gentle touch, teasing, and establishing a ‘kinesthetic feeling of 
closeness.’ (Gay, 2000)



ACADEMIC TRAUMA

Academic trauma comes from the impact of adverse, 
violent, ostracizing, and stigmatizing events 

experienced by individuals in a classroom setting. These 
events leave lasting impacts on students that they carry 

forward into their post-secondary education. It is 
experienced by Black students due to systemic racism.  

It is exacerbated by historical & intergenerational 
trauma as well as the ongoing trauma of being 

Black/BIPOC in America. 



Academic trauma can present in post-secondary education in the 
classroom in several ways:

• Hyper focused on grades as opposed to learning
• Defensiveness, not being able to take constructive criticism
• Withdrawal
• Emotional lability 
• Lack of insight
• External locus of control 
• Underdeveloped critical thinking skills
• Dependent



TRAUMA INFORMED PRACTICES

VS

HEALING CENTERED ENGAGEMENT










