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This report is a supplement to the midterm report submitted on January 10, 2005.   It briefly outlines institutional linkage activities undertaken between SCCD/North Seattle and the Colegio de Postgraduados during the winter and fall quarters of 2005.

The winter quarter (January through March 2005) saw the suspension of the videoconferences described in the midterm report because of incompatible schedules.  That is, American classes met at times that were inappropriate for Mexican classes and vice-versa.  Instead, we worked on establishing e-mail connections between our classes and on preparing for the spring quarter visit of a Colegio de Postgraduados English as a foreign language (EFL) instructor.

The exchange instructor, Yolanda Niell, arrived in Seattle during the last week of April, 2005.   During her three-week stay with us, Ms. Niell had the opportunity to observe classes and exchange ideas concerning classroom techniques and teaching and learning styles across a range of language acquisition levels.   For example, she attended classes at both North Seattle and Seattle Central Community Colleges in which she experienced students developing their auditory and conversational skills through the use of song and the viewing of videos, among other techniques.

With advanced level ESL courses at North Seattle, Ms. Niell participated in grammar, writing, reading, and lecture note-taking classes.  In the latter class she gave a talk to the students on the fifth of May about the Battle of Puebla, which was the event leading to the Mexican-American holiday ‘El Cinco de Mayo’.   It was useful for the students to hear another ‘world’ English accent and to try to transcribe accurate information at the same time.  Ms. Niell also attended part of a faculty retreat at North Seattle, involving a talk and workshop presented by John Tagg, professor at Palomar College of San Marcos, California, and entitled “From Teaching to Learning: A new Paradigm for College Students”.

At Seattle Central Ms. Niell was able to attend part of a small group instructional diagnosis (SGID) in which she was introduced to techniques of determining elements that may be impeding, or advancing, the process of learning in a class.  She and I also gave an informal talk at Seattle Central attended by several administrators and instructors concerning our specific grant and also about Fulbright exchange and linkage opportunities in general.  In addition, we proposed a program in which would encourage ESL instructors to establish e-mail links with EFL classes at the Colegio de Postgraduados. 

Ms. Niell also attended the quarterly meeting of the Western Washington English Language Consortium held at South Seattle Community College.  During this half-day meeting she had the opportunity to meet directors and teachers of several ESL programs in the Seattle area and to offer her perspective as a non-native English speaker who is teaching English in a country other than the United States.

Ms. Niell contributed a positive influence to our programs and had a beneficial and productive time here.  She particularly appreciated our collaborative and collegial approach.  To quote her, “La forma en que trabaja el equipo de maestros con sus coordinadores, tomando estos el papel de facilitadores de la tarea academica, crean una atmosfera de respeto y companerismo que favorece el trabajo en su conjunto.”

While Ms. Niell was at North we attempted to re-institute the videoconferences with Mexican classes.  However, this time period (the first half of May) coincided with CP’s break between their spring and summer quarters and thus we were unable to do so.  After her departure, in late May and early June, we once again were successful in continuing with our Polycom videoconferences between our American students in Spanish 103 and the Mexican students in intermediate EFL classes.  (See the January 10, 2005 midterm report for a more complete description of this activity.)

The academic year 2004-2005 ended with some hopes to continue institutional linkage, in some form or fashion, in the near future.

I would like to acknowledge our Mexican colleagues at the Colegio de Postgraduados for helping make our linkage grant a successful one:  first Antonia Gil Martinez, past head of Department of Languages, who initially broached the idea of the linkage grant to me and coordinated the Mexican end of the fall 2004 videoconferences with her usual energy—without her, this would not have happened; Yolanda Niell Mendizabal, English language professor, whose residence with the Seattle Community Colleges gave us a beneficial glimpse of a professional world outside of our own; Christian Acevez Ruiz, English language professor, who encouraged his classes to participate with ours; the other members of the Department of Languages, too numerous to list here; Dr. Francisco Gavi Reyes, Coordinator of Education, who provided administrative support to the department and encouraged its faculty to participate in international educational exchange; and last but not least, CP’s media engineers who made the Polycom videoconferencing possible.

At the Seattle Community Colleges the following enthusiastically participated or provided encouragement and support: Cristina Zahajko, North Seattle Spanish instructor; David Gronbeck, manager of Media Services North Seattle; Karen Demetre, Vice president of Instruction North Seattle; Edith Wollin Dean Arts, Humanities & Adult Basic Education; Kris Hardy, Seattle Central Institute of English instructor; Debbie Turner, Director Seattle Central Institute of English; and Dr. Andrea Insley, Dean International Education Programs Seattle Central Community College.   

