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Search for president at South Seattle Community College narrows to three finalists 
 

SEATTLE – Three candidates with extensive higher education experience have been named as 
finalists in a national search for a new president at South Seattle Community College. 
 
A search committee composed of college faculty members, students, and classified and exempt 
employees interviewed a group of semi-finalist candidates and forwarded the names of the final 
candidates to district Chancellor Jill A. Wakefield for interviews. The hiring process also includes 
campus visits and interviews.   
 
The three finalists are -  
 
Ivan Gorne, Vice President for Student Services at Bates Technical College in Tacoma, Wash. He also 
served as vice president for Student Services at Highline Community College in Des Moines, Wash.; 
and as associate dean of students, assistant to the president for government relations, and director 
for student programs at Edmonds Community College in Lynnwood, Wash. His career also includes 
service as vice president for Student Affairs and as a faculty member at Southern Oregon University 
and as assistant director of Career Planning and Placement at Central Washington University. He 
earned a certificate from the Institute for Educational Management at Harvard University, a juris 
doctor from the University of Puget Sound School of Law, and master’s and bachelor’s degrees in 
education from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Wash.   
 
Shirley Imada Metcalf, Vice President for College Advancement and Extended Learning at Lake 
Washington Technical College in Kirkland, Wash., where she also had served as executive vice 
president for Instructional Services. She is the founding and present board member of the National 
Asian Pacific Islander Council, an affiliate of the American Association of Community Colleges. Earlier 
in her career, she had served as dean of Outreach/ director of Continuing Education and Training 
and dean of Instruction at Hawaii Community College. At the University of Hawaii-Hilo, she was 
coordinator for the Hawaii Interactive Television System, administrative intern to the Chancellor and 
a  full professor; she also taught at Kapiolani and Leeward Community Colleges in Hawaii. She 
earned a doctorate in education at Northern Illinois University, and master’s and bachelor’s of 
education degrees from the University of Hawaii-Manoa. 
 
Gary L. Oertli, interim president at Seattle Central Community College. He was also recent interim 
president and interim vice president for instruction at South Seattle Community College, former 
dean at Seattle Central, and director of development for International Affairs and Alumni Relations 
at the University of Washington. He had also served as president and CEO of Shoreline Community 
College in Washington, and for 18 years at Edmonds Community College, Lynnwood, Wash., where 
he was interim president and CEO, executive vice president for instruction and student services, 
dean of instruction, vocational director, Business Programs director and tenured faculty member. He 
started his community college career as a part-time faculty member at North Seattle Community 
College. Mr. Oertli received an honorary doctorate of Humane Letters from Schiller International 
University in London; he is a graduate of the Executive Management program in the graduate school 
of Business Administration at the University of Washington, where he also earned master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees. 
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Page 2 – South Seattle Community College finalists 
 
The Seattle Community Colleges educate 53,000 students every year at North Seattle, Seattle Central 
and South Seattle Community Colleges, and at the Seattle Vocational Institute. College presidents report 
to the district chancellor and also serve as vice chancellors responsible for coordinating specific district-
wide areas such as instruction and student services. 
 
www.seattlecolleges.edu/presidentialsearch/South/ 
 

CONTACT   
Patricia Paquette, Communications Director, Seattle Community Colleges  
PPaquette@sccd.ctc.edu  (206) 587.4105   (206) 714.2525 (mobile) 
 
Mike Munson, Director of Communications, South Seattle Community College 
MMunson@sccd.ctc.edu  (206) 768.6875 
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